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By JASON VAN
BALLEGOOYEN
Two of the world's big-
gest multinational com-
panies have expressed
interest in distributing
worldwide an agrical-
tural maching designed
and manufsciured by

an Innisfail company.

Ausitrplian branches of
industry giants
Mitsubishi and Murubeni
have contacted IBS En-
gineering Supplies about
future exports of the Oz-
ry 400, an all-westher,
gli-temain 4-wheel drive
power |adder.

IBS manager, Mr Bill
Seawright, said pegotia-
tions with Marubeni are
in the carly stages, with
interest shown from
company branches in
Kuonln Lumpar, Costa Ri-
cn, North America, Chi-
le, Spain and Columbii.

He said distribution
deals with Mitsubishi
had been put on hold
for six months while the
parent company in Japan
deall with the effects of
the Kobe earthquake

Mr Seawright said he
had not expecied inlema-

tional interest in the
prisduct
“We huaven't gone

looking for a market be-
cause there {8 such a big
demand locally, which
we are having difficulty
keeping wp with,'" he
sidd

“Ii will be even har-

der to keep up with an
international demand, 50

we have started o de-
velop new production
melhods and a produc-
uon ling,"" Mr Seawnight
said

Developed for the re-
gions banana industry by
Mr Szawright and anoth-
er two locals;, Laorry

Ozzy read

s Suroi

ahead . . . IBS
af the miﬂﬂf&wﬂrw

Green and Alex  Sea-
wright, the Cizy 400
has taken off locally
with 23 machines ot
the field and another 18
O OdTeT

Mr Seawnght said
IBS put put 12 umis ev
ery three months, which
wils not enough (0 safis-

{in background), and manager Bl Seawrigh!

fv locdl demand. ''We
will have o look At ex
panding and seiting up &
production plant if we
are o cater for interna
tipnal distribution,”” he
sand

‘IBS will conduct a
local and national market
survey o gauge the de

mand for the Ozzy 400
in the nesr fulure, bid
until now the company
has had to look no for-
ther than locally for the
demand,”’ Mr Seawright
said

The Czzy 400 was
designed in 1993, with
the first prototype com-

5 -

pleted in December of
that year. By December
1994, 17 had been sold
to local banana farmers,
and a further 24 were
sold o March this year.

The machine is wdcal
for bagging bananas, and
operates similar o A
cherry picker. The Ozzy

400 is just one of the
agricultural machines
IBS manufacture, with
others incloding a gran-
ule applicator for ba
nanas and o frudt plcker
which won Mr Sea-
wright the Inventor of
the Year award in 1988,

He is cumently work-

y for the world

E ing Suppiies have from seling one bearing in their first week of business fo possibly sealing international disinbution deals
s i acknowledges the task ahead ¥ the company i lo keep up with local and intemational

ing on o new project for
the sgriculmral industry,

Mr Seswright started
the business with his a-
ther in 1979, and  sold
one bearing in his first
weck of busincss,

Since then, the com-
pany has diversified into
manufacturing.



